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Presidents Report July 2024 
 

Hi all, 
 
Further to my report of CPS renewals not being sent out, I saw some posts on 
another car club Facebook page, of it happening to their members. These guys 
hadn’t noticed it for a year, and as a result they needed to get a RWC to renew their 
permits. They also commented that they were lucky that they had not been pulled 
over by the police. That last observation made me wonder why they hadn’t noticed 
the error while filling out their logbooks.  
So, please be aware of when your permits are due. 
Most of us have smart phones, so put your renewal dates in your calendar with a 
reminder at least one week before the due date. 
 
Well, the Battle of Waterloo was run. Unfortunately, I couldn’t make it, and looking 
at the photos on our Facebook page, it was a great day, with good attendance, 
some fabulous cars, and fine weather. And to top of it, the British won. Hoorah for 
us. This year it was the French clubs turn to host, and the venue was the Balnarring 
bowling club, and combat was on the bowling green, and it looks like the 
combatants had a good time. It’s our turn to host next year, and we get to choose 
the method of combat.  
 
Don’t forget the AGM/10th Anniversary lunch is our next get together. 
 

Well, that’s it for now. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on a run soon. 
 
Francis. 
 
 

 

 



     

Hi everyone. 
This is my last newsletter for the BMC-Leyland Car Club Inc. 
I’ve decided that as this is my last one, I’d make it a bumper edition which includes the very 
first newsletter I did some 10 years ago. 
Over the past 10 years and since the formation of the club I have written 117 newsletters 
virtually non-stop since the formation of the club in August 2014. Apart from when Covid hit, 
and lockdowns were forced upon us there has been a comprehensive newsletter put out every 
month. I’ve made a few mistakes over the years but that has been all apart of writing a monthly 
newsletter and learning along the way. There have been some really fun times also in 
researching articles, writing run reports and organising the many runs Sue and I have done. 
Prior to being editor, I was president and editor of the Morris Car Club Victoria for another 4 
years so I can add another 48 newsletters to that total.  
Now It is finally time for me to step down and let someone take over and make a fresh start. 
There are many people I wish to thank for their support over the years and the main person 
who has gone out of their way to help me is none other than Richard Simpson who took over 
as the run co-ordinator for the club. Without Richards help, the task of organising runs, doing 
run reports would have been pretty tough. 
Don’t forget also that while doing the many things for the club, Sue and I up to a few years ago 
worked at full time jobs so it hasn’t been easy, but we’ve got through it. Until we retired a few 
years ago and moved up to Shepparton we thought we could carry on our roles from up there. 
Unfortunately, due to serious health issues last year and continuing issues for me it became 
clear to both of us that it was time to hand the club over to others to run. 
The one thing that makes me very proud is the fact that from humble beginnings in 2014 when 
Frank founded the club with us it’s kept its ethos and now have over 170 members. A 
membership I thought 10 years ago was unobtainable. 
The whole purpose of starting this club in the first place was to have a club that was cheap to 
join, no joining fees, no formalities, keep everything very casual, meetings on runs where 
possible with little or no fuss. It was also decided that the club would give as much as possible 
back to the members who supported us on runs and outings. This has worked very well and as 
I have always believed that the money the club has doesn’t belong to the committee, it belongs 
to the membership and should be given back by way of subsidised runs and functions where 
possible, and I hope that never changes in the future. 
As Sue and I no longer own a classic car and have no intentions of getting another one we will 
still remain members of the club and look forward to watching the club grow and prosper in 
the future years under a brand-new committee now that all the hard work has been done. 
 
Many thanks, 
Gary Turner. 

 



Letter from Gary Turner and Sue Wilson. 
 
August 2014 a group of us got together including ourselves and our great friends Francis Borg 
and Norma May and we formed and founded the BMC-Leyland Car Club Incorporated. 
 
It was here we decided to start the club which would be like no other club around. The number 
one issue was that we would give back to the members where possible. Plus, our ethos was 
that we would keep it simple, cheap for members to join, no formalities, no nonsense or bull 
shit, keep it casual and have a car social club with a common interest.  
Many clubs around that have been in existence for many years would be so envious of how 
fast we have grown over the past 10 years and also very envious of the number of members 
we have on runs and outings. 
With not many issues throughout the years, Sue and I have really enjoyed our time with the 
club and considering during the early years of the club we were both working at full time jobs 
but still found time to fulfill our committee obligations with very little help. It was our intention 
to just take on the duties for only a few years but due to members not willing to take on 
positions we had no choice but to keep going until now. 
It has come to an end now that we will step down from all our committee positions as we feel 
we have taken the club to the position where it is today, so all the hard work has been done 
and the club needs a fresh approach and fresh ideas. 
Sue will continue her role as a signatory for the member renewals, but I have stepped away 
from everything. 
 We no longer have a classic car and our passions have gone elsewhere but will still remain 
members of the club and will keep coming on runs and outings where we can and still promote 
the club to prospective members we come in touch with. 
Sue has been knitting like crazy making knitted toys which she will sell at markets like she used 
to do for over 18 years in another life while we bought up our daughter, Chloe. I have recently 
been appointed as ‘Outside Promotions” for MOVE, a new passion in my life, Museum of 
Vehicle Evolution M.O.V.E. up here in Shepparton. Apart from volunteering a few days a week 
guiding visitors around at MOVE, I also get odd jobs to do using my skills as a cabinet maker on 
various jobs around the museum which I absolutely love volunteering to help them out. 
 
Our future wish for the club is that it continues to grow and have success, be friendly to one 
another and have fabulous outings and runs as we have been doing. 
 
Gary Turner and Sue Wilson. 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 



OUR NEXT RUN/OUTING 

Bank details for payment prior to this event please. 
BSB 633000 

A/c 152525515 
Please leave name and AGM as a reference. 

 



The following articles have been provided to us from our new honoured member: 

 ‘Tony Cripps’.  
Tony has come to the club as a supporter of BMC and Leyland Vehicles, he’s an author of 

some of the best BMC books written and is a member of the BMC Leyland Heritage Group in 
Zetland, NSW. 

Tony will be a regular contributor to our ‘WOBBLE KNOCKER’ from now on. 

 

 
 



Back in February 1974, it was decided to enter a P76 in the 1974 World Cup Rally which was 
to be held from 5th to 25th May. The vehicle was crewed by Evan Green and John Bryson.  
The car began as a crystal white Executive and heavily modified for the event. All the 
modifications were completed in a 20-day period with two full-time helpers (Brian Hope and 
Paul Crotty) at the Shell Auto Centre in Roseville. Brian Hope also serviced the car during the 
event. Additional time was found to do a 700 km shakedown in outback NSW and a final 
styling paint dress-up before air freighting to UK. Additional preparation was then done at 
Special Tuning in Abingdon prior to scrutineering.  
The image below shows the timing of various stages up to the start of the event.  
The body came in for substantial stiffening and strengthening. A full cabin aluminium roll 
cage, and fibreglass bonnet and boot lids were fitted and secured with Moke rubber straps. 
Door trims and window winders removed, rear seats removed and the production fascia and 
bulk head fittings removed, and a full steel fascia welded to the bulk head with custom 
instrument layout and Halda navigational aid. No floor coverings, no sound deadening, 
radiator grille removed, and a light weight bull bar with driving light mountings fitted with a 
mesh screen.  
Front and rear bumper bars removed and replaced by two parallel “jump” bar and towing 
eye.  Front cross member towers were gusseted. Lower arms strengthened with a stiffener 
welded to the forgings. Tie bars stiffened; rear lower link plated with steel. Rear shock 
absorbers re-valved to P76 wagon specifications. Front strut mounts had additional spot 
welding and the struts themselves re-valved.  
Limit slip differential and balanced propeller shaft. A special 16:1 unboosted power steering 
gear was manufactured by TRW with solid pinion of welded construction, steel thrust plate, 
and a revised yoke load setting with all pipes, seals and internal piston removed (not required 
for “Manual” mode).  A leather steering wheel was fitted in lieu of standard.  
A larger capacity radiator and mounted directly to the body.  Rear brakes had stiffened back 
plates and lower friction shoes to give better wear rate. Handbrake cable reworked to 
operate via a Mini central pull up lever. The front brakes had lower friction pads and no dust 
shields.  Two 20-gallon fuel tanks fitted one above the axle and one in the boot well and an 
electric fuel pump was used to pump fuel from the bottom tank to the top tank when 
required – the top tank being the one which fed the carburettor. 
Standard 6-inch road wheels were used, and (somewhat curiously given the efforts to reduce 
weight), air conditioning fitted. An engine oil cooler was fitted, special VDO capillary gauges 
for water temp and oil, and a special wiring harness. Hella QH lamps and additional driving 
lights on the front mounting bracket with additional positions located in the roof panel. 55 A 
alternator was hand built by Lucas and fitted with an external control box to prevent over-
heating. The windscreen wiper motor was modified to prevent parking, so that they would 
provide an instant wiping operation.  
The engine was a standard 4.4L V8 which was stripped down, crack tested, balanced, and 
reassembled using production clearances, with a dynamometer test to check. Welsh plugs 
were locked in place with self-tapping screws, and a hardened steel alloy sump guard bolted 
onto the body front longitudinal.  
The cylinder heads were “carefully selected” from production, having good support under the 
valve seats and good casting finish. They were reworked by Lynx Engineering for matched 



combustion chamber volume and mild polish on ports. A set of “crack free” valves were 
selected and lapped in to the seats, and valve springs of the highest stiffness selected from 
production.  A lightened flywheel and high clamp load clutch fitted, all balanced and crack 
tested. Also fitted were a hand-built dust proof starter motor from Lucas, standard B-W 4 
speed gearbox (stripped and checked by BW), hand-built distributor from Lucas, and gear 
selector pins lock wired.  
Maximum power was recorded as 158 BHP and max Torque 258 lbs ft. David Hardy was 
responsible for adding the broad spear-shaped stripe in dark metallic navy which followed 
the profile of the upper body-side, then turned up at the rear and carried across the boot lid. 
Gold outlines, as well as a large “AUSTRALIA” with a little southern cross behind it, and the 
names of the drivers: Evan Green and John Bryson, were then applied over the dark blue. 
Next came the bonnet. Hardy gave “Big Brut” something different to the usual black bonnet 
seen on most rally cars by adding flatting base to the dark metallic navy, thereby creating a 
metallic matte navy blue. A large Southern Cross was cut from the gold sheet and applied it 
diagonally across.  
The vehicle performed remarkably well, being placed officially 13th out of 52 starters. There 
were a few mechanical problems, the most serious being the failure of the front suspension 
struts due to a sideways over-bending resulting from insufficient clearance between the top 
pivot plates and the rebound security washers.  
Tie bar washers failed in fatigue and had to be modified. Carburettor fuel blockage (dirt). 
Front brakes cracked on two pads, the strut failure put additional load on to the lower control 
arms which then kinked and had to be replaced. This in turn caused both inner guards to be 
punctured and an inner and outer skin were fitted. Shock absorber fluid boiled and leaked. 
Windscreen washer failed. Starter motor relay failed; alternator failed bearing.  
This event gave Leyland, and the car, a massive boost in esteem and even though the buying 
public would not have been aware of the extensive modifications. So outstanding was its 
performance in the Targa Florio section that a special edition of the model was released later 
in the year. Evan Green subsequently wrote a book about the whole thing “A Book Full of 
Right Arms” – now an expensive collector’s item.  
I haven’t been able to find exactly where this Shell Auto Centre is at Roseville – there are only 
two petrol stations in Roseville that I know about, and one is at the top of the hill near 
Roseville Bridge – which used to be owned by Barry Antella and has a large workshop area 
underneath. The final disposition of the car would be interesting. Perhaps some P76 
enthusiast can fill us in on what happened to it.  
All up, an outstanding effort by the car, the drivers, and the mechanics. Given the gruelling 
nature of the event, it did show that despite its many problems in the hands of the 
customers, the basic vehicle design was capable of putting in a world class performance for 
reliability if given enough care and preparation.  
 
Tony Cripps. 
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One of the most must have books you could possibly own as a BMC enthusiast is the: 

“BMC-Leyland Australia Vehicle Reference”. 
I bought my copy some years ago and I refer to it often.                                                                    

  

     

Copies of this book can be obtained 
by getting in touch with the BMC-
Leyland Heritage Group or let me 
know and I will get Tony Cripps to 

contact you.  
Gary. 

 



 
 



 



 



FOR SALE     FOR SALE     FOR SALE     FOR SALE 
 

Alan and Yvonne Bennett are selling their beautiful Triumph Stage MkI, 1972 due to health 
issues. 
This car, which most members have had the pleasure of seeing on runs is a real gem. 
The Stag is the 2nd oldest Mark I still registered in Australia. 
Inca Yellow with a black soft roof with a hardtop that needs a bit of finishing. 
The car is totally rebuilt 4.4 V8 P76 motor with an engineer’s certificate for the conversion. 
It has a 3 speed Borg Warner transmission. 
The car has been re-built inside and out. Currently on club plates but will be sold without an 
RWC or registration. 
The car has been garaged all its life in Melbourne suburbs. 
Price is $22,500, first to see is sure to buy. 
Phone Alan Bennett on 0407 545 992.  

 



 



 



 



Minutes of the first committee meeting of the BMC-Leyland Car Club Inc. July 2014. 
 

FIRST MEETING OF THE BMC-LEYLAND CAR CLUB INC 
Francis Borg opened the meeting a little after 7pm. 
 
The club is now registered with Corporate Affairs Victoria. 
Registered number A0061520N 28th July 2014. 
BMC-LEYLAND CAR CLUB INC. 
The BMC-Leyland Car Club was formed under the following guidelines at a meeting of the 
following founding members. 
Francis Borg, Norma May, Gary Turner, Sue Wilson, Peter Luxmore, Rae Luxmore, Martin 
French, Cindy French at the Luxmoore’s premises in Somerville in August 2014 at 7pm.  
 
The club was formed under the proviso that the club will be a no nonsense, no formality, no 
bullshit, cheap to join, generous to members, social club with members having an interest in 
BMC, Leyland, and British cars. 
 
Under the Corporate Affairs Victoria rules, the club elected to adopt the Model Rules as per 
the CAV website as well as the Statement of purpose. 
The club magazine was to be sent out monthly, 12 copies per annum and was to be called ‘The 
Wobble Knocker’. 
 
Francis said that he would contact VicRoads to get the club registered for the Club Red Plate 
Scheme. 
Gary was happy to do the club magazine. 
Martin chose the secretary position and Peter chose to be the treasurer. 
Francis said he wanted Gary to be president and he would be vice president. 
The executive committee was then voted in by all in attendance. 
Sue was to do membership and other committee positions will be filled at the first AGM of the 
clubs membership. 
 
Fees to join the club would be $30.00 for a single person and $40.00 for a couple. This is to 
review at each AGM. 
 
The key to the club being formed was that Gary and Sue was to manage the club on behalf of 
Francis and keep the club as simple as possible. After what Gary and Sue had endured at the 
Morris Car Club (Vic) Gary said he would not go through all that again and if it did Gary and Sue 
would stand down and become ordinary club members. Francis said that this would not happen 
in his club and that was the reason he asked Gary and Sue to help him start up his own car club.  
Any discontent or conflict will be disciplined heavily by the club with no exceptions and the 
club has the right to expel a member at its discretion without explanation. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:20pm. 



 

“The Wobble Knocker”  

 
  

 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

“ 
THE WOBBLE KNOCKER ” 

  

The official Newsletter of the:    

BMC - Leyland Car Club Inc. 
  

A0061520N 
  

Number 1, September,   2014 .   

  



Our 1st meeting will be held on our inaugural run on the 28 September.  

 
   

BMC-Leyland Car Club Inc. 
Committee of Management 

  

                             PRESIDENT                                             
Gary J. Turner  

                   gazturn@netspace.net.au                         
03 5977 5686  

  

              VICE PRESIDENT                                    
Francis Borg  

                       francis.borg@gmail.com                                 
0414 989 822  

                             SECRETARY                                            
Martin French  

                         mbfrench@tpg.com.au                                    
0414 615 686  

                            TREASURER                                            
Peter Luxmoore  

                           theluxys@gmail.com                                       
03 5967 5154  

MEMBERSHIP/CPS  

                     SOCIAL SECRETARY                             
Sue Wilson  

                       sueturn@netspace.net.au                               
03 5977 5686  

  

                   CLUB VEHICLESCRUTINER                  
Martin French  

                          mbfrench@tpg.com.au                                    
0414 615 686  

  
                                          EDITOR                                                 

Gary J. Turner  
 

 

Email address: 
 

bmcleylandcc@iinet.net.au 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                    

  

  

  

  

“ FROM THE FRONT COVER ”   



  
  PRESIDENTS REPORT  September 2014    

 

 
Hello everyone and welcome to my first Presidents Report of the ‘new’ BMC-Leyland Car Club Inc.  
The process of starting a new club here in Victoria has been a bit of a challenge but from the first email I got from 
Francis Borg to now it has only taken about 2 months to get everything up and running.  
A brief profile of the foundation committee members.  
For those of you who don’t know who Francis Borg is, I can let you know that he is the founder of this new club, 
and he asked Sue Wilson/Turner and myself if we could start up this club on his behalf due to time constraints. 
Francis has been involved with car and historic motorcycle clubs for many years including the Morris Minor Car 
Club of Victoria and also the Sunbeam Car Club. He has been associated with the AOMC, Association of Motoring 
Clubs, for some time and was the AOMC editor. He is also a drummer with a band called ‘City Sharps’.   
Francis takes on the role of Vice President and also the assistant editor and his partner Norma May is also a 
member. Secretary of the club is Martin French. Martin and his wife Cindy have restored many classic cars between 
them and currently have about 13 fully restored cars sprinkled around their suburban home in Somerville. I bought 
my first Morris Minor from them some years ago, that’s how we met. He also belonged to other car clubs and has 
worked hard at each and every role.  
Our Treasurer is Peter Luxmoore or ‘Luxy’ as he is fondly known as. Peter has had his own business for many years 
as a ‘dumb arse grass cutter’, his words, not mine, prior to that he was an accountant. He has a fully restored 
Morris Minor as his club car and is now a retired gentleman who along with his wife Rae, also reside in Somerville.  
Then there’s myself I suppose, Gary J. Turner. I have been involved with a number of clubs besides car clubs over 
the years. My youth was as a surf life saver at our local beach in New Zealand where I grew up. Then many years 
later I was involved with my local lawn bowls club here in Somerville. I was the editor of their magazine for 
members and also as assistant secretary for a few years. I went onto becoming an A Grade coach and Umpire for 
Lawn Bowls Victoria but gave the sport away shortly after my father passed away some years ago. Then after a 
short ride in a 1958 Morris Marshall by a friend of ours I was hooked on these classic cars and had to get myself 
one. That’s when I met Martin and Cindy French and the rest, they say is history.  
Last but certainly not least is my wife Sue Wilson or sometimes known as Sue Turner. Depending on if I’m in the 
good books or not! Sue a few years ago would have laughed if someone had suggested she would be involved in a 
car club. Now, not only is she involved in it she would know a hell of allot more about cars than I would and 
probably many out there. Probably due to a photographic memory she has. She did a fantastic job as membership 
officer in a club we used to belong to and managed the paperwork involved with the Victoria Club Permit Scheme 
wonderfully. She will be putting her expertise into this club and has also taken on the role as the social secretary 
where she will be organising runs for those of who can come along.  
  
Then of course there are you guys, the members of the BMC-Leyland Car Club Inc. The first person I’d like to 
welcome is our first International Foundation member, Mr, Carlos Costa Ramalho from Lisbon in Portugal.   
Welcome also Gus Shea, Terry and Cheryl Sawyer, Ian Kiernan, Patrick & Sandra Farrell, Chris Pace, Debbie and 
Ken (Dad) Blair and Robert Bothwell.  
   
My apologies for our Interstate and International members if this newsletter is Victorian and Australian 
based. At the moment I am doing what I can with the information that I have. If you would like to let other 
members know of what is going on in your part of Australia or the world, please let me know as I’m sure 
many members would be very interested. I will endeavour to put as much information in the newsletter as 
possible and as many technical and interesting articles as I can find. As more members join and transfer their 
cars to this club, I will ask that you contribute with a few stories of your own telling us all about your cars, 
how you found them, the restoration process you’ve had to do and other such facts that would interest 
members. This is your magazine so please contribute to it as I’m sure you will get bored with all my dribble. 
Thanks, hope you enjoy, and I welcome your feedback. bmcleylandcc@iinet.net.au  

mailto:bmcleylandcc@iinet.net.au


Minutes of the first general meeting of the BMC-Leyland Car Club Inc; 

Held at the Somerville Hotel, 20/07/2014.  

Minutes of the:  

First General Meeting of the BMC and Leyland Car Club    20/7/14  

Members: Gary Turner, Sue Wilson, Frank Borg, Norma May, Martin French, Cindy French, Peter Luxmoore 

and Rae Luxmoore.  

Committee of the BMC-Leyland Car Club was formed and elected to their positions were:  

President: Gary Turner  

Vice President: Frank Borg  

Secretary: Martin French  

Treasurer: Peter Luxmoore  

Membership/ CPS/Social secretary: Sue Wilson  

Founding members: Frank Borg membership no. 1, Gary Turner no.2, Sue Wilson no.3, Martin French no.4, 

Cindy French no.5, Peter Luxmoore no. 6.  

Annual fees are set at $30 each member and additional $10 for their partner. (Per couple $40.00) New 

members will have to be nominated by 2 financial members to be accepted, they can only apply if they 

have a BMC / Leyland car or a make of a car that was taken over by the BMC name. Members can then put 

their other historic car or motor cycle of another make onto club CPS. Current R.W.C. will only be accepted 

for application of club permit as per VicRoads laws. Members must also agree to be an active member of 

the club. Country, Interstate & International membership at $15.00.  

Club will adopt model rules for its constitution, members will have allocated membership numbers given to 

them upon acceptance.  

Meetings will be held on a monthly basis on a club run.  

Frank Borg will initiate the club onto the internet for public perusal and the newsletter will be called “The 

Wobble Knocker”, the newsletter will delivered by email only.  

Gary Turner (President) and Peter Luxmoore (Treasurer) to open an account with Bendigo Bank under the 

club’s name. Cheques, two to sign. Internet banking.  

Meeting closed.   

This publication contains general information which does not necessarily reflect the views of the Club, its Committee or Editor and should not be relied upon without 
specific advice from a qualified professional.  
 The BMC-Leyland Car Club Inc; expressly disclaim liability for anything done or omitted to be done by any person in consequence with the contents of this 
publication. The Club and its Officers shall not be responsible for any transactions begun because of information published   herein nor any 
misrepresentation made by an advertiser.  
Anyone wishing to reprint an article can do so if the source is acknowledged. 



Details of the Inaugural   

BMC-Leyland Car Club Inc.  

Club run.  

To be held on the 28th    of September 2014. 

Sugarloaf Dam at Christmas Hills.  

  
Meeting points.  

Peninsula and Southern members can meet at Gary & Sue’s place, 15 Majestic Drive, 

Somerville for an 8:30am depart to the East Ringwood meeting point.  

East Ringwood Reserve car park meeting point at 9:30am (off Mt. Dandenong Road) 

MELWAYS 50 B 6/7.  

Northern members take Eastlink, through tunnel and take the first left, take the Ringwood 

By-Pass. Continue straight ahead onto Mt. Dandenong Road and the park is on the left.  

Toilets are available.  

Southern members. Turn off Eastlink at Ringwood By-Pass and follow on as above.  

At approximately 10am we can all leave in convoy for our destination.  

Any problems please phone Gary or Sue on 59775686 M. 0421841939.  

What to bring. Picnic lunch, BBQ. Francis Borg will supply the sausages; you guys bring the 

rest. A brief general meeting will be held during lunch.  

 

October 12th. Peninsula Antique Run. Meet at Gary and Sue’s place in Somerville at 9:30am and 
proceed to the Tyabb Cool stores for morning tea and a general look around this huge antique 
centre. Then into the cars and a run towards Mornington with a stop off at another antique 
centre on Mornington/Tyabb Road. Afterwards we can go into Mornington for lunch at a café 
to be decided. Then it’s off again for a cruise along beach road with a stopover at Mount Martha 
for a snack and coffee.  Bring yourself and some spending money.  
November 2nd. Day of the Morris Minor at Morris Minor Garages, Harcourt, Victoria.  
November 15th and 16th. Bendigo Swap Meet, Prince of Wales Showgrounds, Bendigo. 
November 23rd November. Coffee run. A trip to Montrose to have a coffee and see the internal 
workings of a coffee machine hosted by Martin’s brother, Ashley French. December we will 
have a Christmas run and lunch somewhere and sometime to be decided.   
  
Any ideas for a run in your area? Let me know.  

  
  Oth er   BMC - Leyland Car Club   runs.   



   

History of the Morris Car 
 By Martin French.  

   

Morris Motors began in 1912 when bicycle 
manufacturer William Morris moved on from the 
sale, hire, and repair of cars to car manufacturing. 
He planned a new light car assembled from  
bought-in components. In this way he was able to 
retain ownership by keeping within the bounds of 
his own capital resources.   
A factory was opened in 1913 at former Oxford  
Military College at Cowley, Oxford, United 
Kingdom where Morris's first car, the 2  -seat 
Morris Oxford "Bullnose" was assembled. Nearly 
all the major components were bought  -in.  
In 1914 a coupé and van were added to the line-
up but the Bullnose chassis was too short and the  
1018 cc engine too small to make a much-needed 
4 -seat version of the car. White and Poppe, who 
made the engine, wanted more money than 
Morris was prepared to pay for a larger version, 
so Morris turned to Continental of Detroit, 
Michigan for the  supply of a 1548 cc engine. 
Gearboxes and axles were also sourced in the US. 
   
In spite of the outbreak  of the First World War 
the orders were maintained and, from mid-1915 
a new larger car, the 2-seat and 4-seat Morris 
Cowley was introduced.    
After the war the Continental engine was no 
longer  available so Morris arranged for Hotchkiss 
of France to make a ne ar-copy in their Coventry 
factory. This was used to power new versions of 
the basic Cowley and more up-market Morris  
Oxford   cars.  
With a reputation for producing high  -
quality cars and a policy of cutting prices, Morris's 
business continued to grow and incr  ease 
its share of the British market overtaking Ford to 
become in 1924 the UK's biggest car 
manufacturer, holding a 51% share  of the home 
market and remaining enormously profitable.  
  
Possessed of a very large cash income Morris had 
a policy of personally buying up suppliers' 
businesses. For example, in 1923 he bought 
Hotchkiss's Coventry  business which later 
became Morris Engines branch. He also bought  
 F G Woollard which became Morris 
Commercial Cars to lead the re-organization of 

their engine  
production from batch to flow, thus increasing 
output from less than 300 units per week to 1200. 
By 1924 the factory was making 2000 units a week 
with only a small increase in work space and 
labour force.  
Cecil Kimber, head of Morris's own original 1909-
founded Morris Garage sales hire and repair 
operation in Oxford, began building sporting 
versions of Morris cars in 1924 labelling them MG. 
They were so successful a separate MG factory 
was soon established south of Oxford in 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire.  
Having admired Budd's all-steel bodies Morris 
founded The Pressed Steel Company of Great 
Britain Limited in 1926 as a joint venture with 
Edward G Budd Manufacturing Company - Budd 
International of Philadelphia, USA. Pressed Steel's 
factory was located over the road from Morris's 
factory at Cowley and supplied Morris and many 
other motor manufacturers. Morris withdrew 
from the venture in mid-1930. Budd sold their 
share to British interests at the beginning of 1936.  
The small car market was entered in 1928 with the 
Leonard Lord-designed Morris Minor using an 847 
cc engine from Morris's newly acquired Wolseley 
Motors. This timely spread into the small car 
market helped Morris through the economic 
depression of the 1930s. At the 1934 London 
Motor Show the Minor was replaced by the 
Morris Eight, a direct response to the Ford Model 
Y and, though Leonard Lord's handiwork, heavily 
based on it. Production restarted after World War 
II, with the pre-war Eight and Ten designs. In 1948 
the Eight was replaced by what is probably the 
most famous Morris car, the Morris Minor 
designed by Alec Issigonis (who later went on to 
design the Mini) and reusing the small car name 
from 1928. The Ten was replaced by a new 1948 
Morris Oxford, styled like a larger version of the 
Minor. n 1952 the Nuffield Organisation merged 
with its old rival the Austin  
Motor Company to form the British Motor  
Corporation (BMC). Nuffield brought the Morris, 
MG, Riley and Wolseley marques into the merger. 
Leonard Lord was in charge, which led to Austin's 
domination of the organisation. Badge-
engineering was important to BMC and for many  
years the several marques would be seen on 
several  families of similar vehicles.  
  
In 1968, in further rationalisations of the British 
motor industry, BMC became part of the newly  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MG_Cars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MG_Cars


formed British Leyland Motor Corporation 
(BLMC), and subsequently, in 1975, the 
nationalised  British Leyland Limited (BL).  
The  Morris marque continued to be used until the 
early 1980s on cars such as the Morris Marina. 
The  
Morris Itallast Morris  -(badged passenger car, 
with production essentially a facelifted Marina) 
was the ending in the summer of 1984. The last 
Morris of all was a van variant of the  

 Austin Metro.  
 In the early 1980s, the former Morris plant at 
Cowley and its sister site the former Pressed Steel 
plant, were turned over to the production of 
Austin and Rover badged vehicles. They continued 
to be used by BL's Austin Rover Group and its 
successor the Rover Group, which was eventually 
bought by BMW, and then by a management 
consortium, leading to the creation of MG Rover. 
None of the  

former Morris buildings now exist, British Aerospace sold the site in 1992, it was than demolished and 
replaced with the Oxford Business Park. The adjacent former Pressed Steel site (now known as "Plant 
Oxford") is owned and operated by BMW, who use it to assemble the new MINI. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

   
Trip leader is to call a group meeting prior to start and remind  

    intersections and at cross-roads.  

 le in front must also stop at a safe place in order not to             

inhibit the traffic behind.   

 
Normally 4-6 car lengths distance. Be aware that modern faster vehicles will need to overtake and require 

a safe space to do so. 

 
Remember you are responsible for the vehicle behind you! 

  

Time line for Leyland Australia, Zetland Plant in Sydney.  

  
  

1950 Mar CKD Plant opened by Premier McGirr and Lord Nuffield   
1951 Nov BMC founded by Austin/Morris merger in the UK.  
1954 Aug BMC Australia formed. G.A. Lloyd managing director.  
1958 J.W. Buckley appointed managing director.  
1958 Mar CAB starts production of DO1101 series.  
1958 Apr Ruskin Body Works, Dudley St. Melbourne, closed.  
1958 Sep Austin and Morris service departments merged.  
1958 Feb J.W Buckley resigns. G.A. Lloyd and H.J. Graves appointed joint managing directors.  
1959 Aug AD015 Mini launched in the UK.  
1959 Jul Morris Major Series II launched with 96 per cent local content.  
1959 Dec H.J. Graves appointed managing director.  
1961 Mar Morris 850 released in Australia.  
1962 Mar Freeway/Wolseley 24/80 and Major Elite launch   
1962 Sep Mini 998cc launched.  
1963 Sep R.L. Abbott appointed managing director. H.J. Graves appointed deputy chairperson.  
1964 Feb AD016 Morris 1100 launched.  
1965 Feb YD04 Mini launched.  
1965 Mar YD05 Hydrolastic Mini Deluxe launched.  
1965 May G.A. Lloyd retires as director.  

  
  
  

CONVOY PROCEDURE   

.     
.     

are responsible for their passengers at all times. .     

hicle .     
.     

  



1965 Jul Parts and Accessories Division opened in Liverpool.  
1965 Oct YD06 Mini Cooper "S" win Bathurst (Armstrong 500).   
1965 Oct AD017 Austin 1800 Mk I launched.  
1965 Dec Foundation stone of Nuffield Village, Castle Hill, laid.  
1966 Mar YD07 Mini Moke launch.   
1966 Nov New offices, South Dowling St., opened.  
1966 Dec BM Holdings formed in the UK-BMC, Jaguar, P.S., Fisher.  
1967 Feb F J truck launched.  
1967 May R.L. Abbott commits to government Plan "A.”   
1968 Jan Announcement of BMC/Leyland merger.  
1968 Jan YD010 Austin 1800 utility launched.  
1968 May British Leyland Corporation formed.  
1968 Aug J.H. Plane appointed chair, BLMC. R.L. Abbott appointed managing director, BLMC 

Australia   
1968 Oct ADO17 Austin 1800 Mk II launched.  
1968 Dec Moke production ceased in UK, continued in Australia.  
1969 Apr Model "B" (P76) proposal to UK board   
1969 Jun YD09 Morris Nomad, Morris Nomad (1300) launched, YDO15 Morris 1500, Morris 1300 

launched.  
1969 Jul J.O. Martin appointed managing director: Enfield plant purchased.  
1969 Nov P76 program approved by UK board.  
1970 Jan First use of P76 as model name   
1970 Nov YDO13 Tasman/Kimberley launched.  
1972 Jun YDO19 Tasman/Kimberley MKII launched.  
1971 Dec Company name change to Leyland Motor Corporation of Australia   
1973 Jan J.O. Martin appointed deputy chair; P.J. North appointed managing director.  
1973 Feb Buyer Protection Plan launched.  
1973 Feb YDO25 Marina red six cylinder launched.  
1973 Jun P76 launched.  
1974 Jun J.D. Abell appointed managing director; P.J. North resigns.   
1974 Oct Closure of Zetland plant   
1975 Mar Mini production starts at Enfield plant.  
1975 Mar J.D. Abell returns to UK; G. King appointed managing director.  

 
The end.  



REGALIA 
Car Club Banner   $10.00 

Embroidered Cloth Badge $10.00 
Club Cap    $20.00 
Grille Badge (New)   $40.00 

Contact Sue or Gary for orders on 0421841939. 
 

              

         New Club Banner                  New Grille Badge                   Cloth Badge 
 

       
  

Club Dress Shirt                          Club Polo Shirt                      Rugby Jumper 
 

 
Club Caps  
 
 

CLOTHING 
Polo Shirts    $35.00 
Rugby Jumper   $40.00 
Club Dress Shirt S/S  $40.00 
 

All regalia must be paid for on 
ordering. Postage extra. 

All clothing can have your name 
embroidered at no extra charge. 

Contact Gary or Sue 0421841939. 
 



 

 
Joe. 

Gate 3, Unit 5, Thor Court East Keillor VIC 3033 

03 7038 0739         0411 170 413 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
 
 

 
Bendigo Bank       BSB 633 000      A/c 152525515 

 

 
 

Authorised members who can sign your renewals are: 
Sue Wilson 

222, 65 Channel Road, Shepparton, Vic 3630. 0421841939 
 

Terry Sawyer 
15 Kingfisher Court, Carrum Downs, Vic 3201 (Also new vehicles) 0417344371 

 

Francis Borg 
1321 Murradoc Rd, St Leonards, Vic 3223 (Also new vehicles) 0414989822 

 

Russell Linden 
70A Richelieu Street, Maidstone, Vic 3012. 0411449955 

 

Vincent Stok 
27 Mawby Rd, East Bentleigh, Vic 3165 (Also new vehicles) 0411416912 

 

PLEASE. If posting your renewal to be signed, send the whole form, and do not detach any part 

of it until it has been signed. 
Also please send a STAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPE so it can be returned immediately. 

 
 
 



 
 

 


