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 Presidents Report April 2024 

 

Hi all, 

 

Another great run this month organised by Alec and Sue to Charlie’s Auto Museum at 

Arthur’s Seat on the 24th, with lunch at a café in an ex-bowling alley in Capel Sound. Another 

great drive on the Mornington Peninsular with, I think, 16 club cars. A bit cold at first, but it 

did warm up eventually.  

 

Just a warning to all the CPS owners to keep an eye on your renewal date, I did put this on 

our Facebook page, but for those of you who are not on Facebook, or who missed it.  I've 

had two permits that I didn't receive the renewal paperwork for, and the fellow at VicRoads 

said I wasn't the only one. 

 

I have all my permit dates in my phones calendar, with a reminder one week before.  

You can go straight in to VicRoads, and they will print out the form and give you a Log Book. 

I suggest you take you old log book in to verify. It is also a good idea to check the expiry date, 

as they have been known to put the old date in on occasions. 

 

Unfortunately, my Magnette is off the road with what sounds like a chipped tooth on first 

gear. I was hoping to change to an overdrive gearbox, but it has turned out to be too 

expensive for me at present. I think I’ll just opt for the later model, all synchromesh, B box. 

I’m told that the ratios are better too. 

 

Well, that’s it for now, so until next time, 

 

I look forward to seeing you on a run soon. 

 

Francis. 
 
  

 

Current membership is 175 with 167 CPS cars– Sue.  

 



 

 

  



 

  



 
 



 
  



RUN REPORT. 

 
BMC PENINSULA RUN REPORT – 24TH MARCH 2024 (27 Members and 14 Classic vehicles.) 

 

Well, what a lovely way to spend a pleasant Sunday amongst old friends & even older cars!!! 

 

In what started off as a very cool day with overcast skies, as typically happens in Autumn, it 

turned out into a fine and sunny afternoon for the drive home…sunny enough that some 

members even made it down to the Bay Beaches on the run home!! 

 

You would have to say we have some brave members in this club, not only were a number in 

Roadsters with the roof off, but some also even sported shorts and short sleeved 

shirts…hardy lot these BMCLCC members indeed!! 

 

Special call outs to new member Jules Pribil in his 1976 MK 1 MGB (Red of course!!), Rod’s 

Grand-son Miller who enjoyed breakfast at the BP Truckstop Macdonald’s, followed by 

morning tea at the Arthurs Seat Eagle, followed by lunch at Blue Mini, obviously a growing 

boy!!!  

 

Also, it was great to see a fit and well Vince & Marion Stok back into the runs after a short 

absence. A big shout out too for Francis and Norma who made the huge round the Bay trip 

to the Baxter start line from the Bellarine Peninsula – thankfully they decided to take the 

much shorter Sorrento Ferry trip back home!! 

 

27 participants in 17 cars of various models took the briefing notes and Tourist maps 

provided and headed down the Freeway for only a few kms before we hit the winding and 

meandering route heading South down the Peninsula. Perfect road conditions meant we 

avoided all high speed and busy routes as well as the Peninsula’s gravel back roads which I 

think everyone appreciated. 

 

What a Tourist hot spot the Peninsula is though…. Honey Farms, Polo Cross pony events, 

hydroponic tomato, cherry and vegetable farms, wineries, luxury retreats, restaurants, horse 

studs, rolling hills and great stands of gums, it really does have the lot and we passed all of 

these as we took an easy paced drive through Moorooduc, Bittern and Red Hill to the summit 

of Arthurs Seat. Perhaps it will inspire some to come back and linger at some of these 

wonderful attractions available on Melbourne’s doorstep!! 

 

Pitstop time at Arthurs Seat to take in the views of the Bay, stretch the legs and top up with 

a coffee or morning tea snack. It was also fascinating to visit the Eagle Chairlift site and 

marvel at the engineering and modern facilities now proudly in place there. Quite a few 

members can remember the old rickety Pommel type lift that was the predecessor and was 

actually closed down due to safety concerns – besides continually breaking down and 



stranding passengers swinging 20 metres in the air above the main road, a number of people 

actually fell off it, the new version is much better by far!!! 

 

A quick trip down toward Main Ridge to the Car Museum. Charlie himself spoke to the Group 

before we entered and gave some insights on how he started & his favourite cars, 

Studebakers, of which he owns 5!! Charlie also took some questions from the Group but 

probably the one question most people wanted to know but were afraid to ask…”Just how 

Old are you Charlie?”!!!...luckily the Museum is in good hands as his Son has undertaken to 

keep it all running after he’s gone. 

 

What an eclectic collection we viewed, not just cars and motorbikes but model planes, boats, 

garage signs and even a beer can collection, Charlie obviously was bitten big time by the 

collecting bug!! With over 120 assorted cars, only 5 of which are not owned by Charlie, 

everyone had a favourite to admire – from the 1914 Studebaker SC14, the MG TD, to the 

Cord, Ford Cortina, Sunbeam Alpine, Austin A30 or even the Smart car, the range of vehicles 

spanning over 100 years is huge.  

 

A favourite story was the Russian built Tatra T87, nicknamed the Nazi Killer, as with a huge 

rear engine motor stuck in the boot it was difficult to drive and often non-Russian drivers 

easily lost control and their lives trying to tame it as a staff car during the WW2 occupation!!!  

 

It was hard to pull some people away from the Museum and Charlie, who was more than 

happy to answer questions and chat as our members browsed around at their leisure. In his 

own words “The museum was never about making money; it’s about connecting with 

people”.  

A fine motto that would equally apply to our own BMCLCC Club I reckon!!! 

 

A short trip, this time down the hills, through Main Ridge and Boneo to the Rosebud 

Hinterland and the Blue Mini Café for lunch. Based at the now closed Rosebud indoor pool 

and recreation centre, the café itself is actually based in the old bowling alley!!! You can still 

see the hardened laminated ash flooring and the indicator markers that were used to line up 

for a strike!! A wide range of food and drinks were available from Restaurant style meals to 

more humble snacks like Toasties and Bagels along with beer, wine, or milkshakes. Something 

for everyone’s taste and everyone seemed to thoroughly enjoy their own choice. 

 

The buzz of the conversation hummed inside the Old Bowling Alley and people obviously 

enjoyed the company and reflections on a great day out. Most lingered for some time but 

then made their own way home after lunch either via the conveniently closely located 

Mornington Peninsula Freeway for a quick trip back to catch the Grand Prix start, or as 

mentioned a visit to the local beaches and a number even headed off to the local Vintage 

Centre for a bargain!!! 

 

We hope you enjoyed then day – catch you all again soon. Alec & Sue Robinson 



 
 



 
 

ALEC & SUE ROBINSON - GOLD MGB GT, KAY & RICK SMITH - RED MGB, PAUL BUCK - MORRIS MINI 850, 
PETER  NODZIO (& TERRY - ILL) – MODERN, REES - RED MGB, KEL & JO HAWKESWORTH - MORRIS MINOR, 
ALAN & YVONNE BENNETT - TRIUMPH STAG, ROD KIRBY & GRANDSON MILLER - MORRIS MINI VAN, VINCE 
& MARION STOK - ROVER, FRANK & NORMA BORG - SUNBEAM ALPINE, GLENN & BINDI SANDERSON -
COMMODORE, JULES PRIBIL (PROSPECTIVE NEW MEMBER) WELCOME - RED MGB (‘67 MK 1), BOB & VAL 
STRODE - GREEN MGB, DEREK & LOU JONES - MINI & FORD ESCORT VAN, PETER BERNARDI - AUSTIN A 30, 
IAN & SUE JAMES - MODERN (NORMALLY DRIVES COMMERCIAL VEHICLE). 



RUN REPORT 

 
  



 
 



BMC CLUB – SOME SOCIAL SNIPPETS 
 

Some interesting personal items regarding some of our 

members was revealed in conversations during the 

recent Peninsula Run on Sunday March 24th which may 

be of interest. 
 

1. Peter & Terry Nodzio recently celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary with a 

trip to Tropical Bali!! They thoroughly enjoyed the service of petal laden pool and 
origami Swan Towels on their bed provided by the staff. Peter said the humidity & the 
Mozzies though were not that great, nor is the fact his own Blue Mini is currently 
waylaid with Clutch problems!!! 

 

2. Our own Peter Bernardi provided the commentary for the recent post-Covid re-

launched Tyabb Airshow, which a number of our members attended. A massive 
continuous shift by him from 9.00 AM to 4.30PM and all without a script and in 
temperatures that touched 39C on the day!!! Great effort Peter and also 
congratulations on drawing a record crowd of over 9000 people in such trying weather 
conditions!! 

 

3. Frankston High School celebrates its 100th Year Anniversary this year and Sue 
Robinson, who was a student as well as teacher at the school, has written a book 

commemorating the Milestone which was launched last week to great fanfare. 
 

Called 100 years – 100 Voices, it documents a student’s story for each year of the school 

from 1924 to present day, a labour of love taking over 2 years during our Covid 

Lockdowns. Some famous as well as ordinary students have made the list, some of 

which you may recognise are Sir John Holland the Melbourne Construction Mogul, 

Debbie Flintoff King, Chef Stephanie Alexander, and a range of other interesting people 

including the inventor of the MRI machine and the Father of Decimal Currency 

introduction in 1966. Books are available from FHS Office or via their Website for $25. 

 

On the launch evening Sue was taken completely by surprise when the school 

dedicating the FHS Museum, which she established and has run for the past 10 years, 

in her name!!, so keep an eye out for the new signage if you ever travel down Foot St 

near Towerhill Road!!  

 

Congratulations Sue, mighty effort and were all proud of your efforts.  

 

Pictures below. 

 

 

   NOTES 



 

“Congratulations Sue” 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

For all those Mini Members you should check out this 
New Zealand site. 

 
https://www.miniswaikato.co.nz/ 

 
 

https://www.miniswaikato.co.nz/


 
Notes from New Zealand. 

In the Nelson Car Museum is the record holding proper Mini on display 

and the fastest. 

146MPH from a 1 Litre engine. 

Reprinted from the DoMINIon News. The magazine from ‘Mini’s Waikato Inc’ with 

thanks from their editor Peter Tait. 



 
One door closes and another door opens as they say. 

 I have been asked to volunteer at Winton Raceway as one of the pit crew scrutineers 
which I will take up later in April and am looking forward to it.. 

This is rather exciting for me to get involved with motor sport in what will be a minor part 
to start with but with the thought of getting up close to these powerful machines is a 

dream come true. 
I am also doing more shifts at M.O.V.E. Museum of Vehicle Evolution in Shepparton and 

have a small job of making sure the Hotels, Motels Caravan Parks and so on have plenty of 
brochures to hand out to visitors. Only a small part but a beginning all the same. 

Gary Turner. 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 



 



 
 



 

 
 



 
 

This year it is cheaper than last year. 
You’ll get all the above for $180.00 per car and driver. 

Passenger is $40.00. 
Great value for money in what will be the experience of the year for sure. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Also at M.O.V.E. is a couple of 1/32 BMC Slot Cars compliments from Gary Turner’s 
collection. 

A very popular exhibit at the museum. 

 
Mini Cooper (37) and the MGB (83) 

 



REGALIA 
Contact Sue or Gary for orders on 0421841939.

 

   

         New Club Banner                  New Grille Badge                   Cloth Badge  
  

  
    

Club Dress Shirt                          Club Polo Shirt                       Rugby Jumper  
  

 

Club Caps 

  

  

 

 

                

        



  

  

  
Bendigo Bank       BSB 633 000      A/c 152525515  

  

  

    

Authorised members who can sign your renewals are:  
  

Sue Wilson 
222, 65 Channel Road, Shepparton, Vic 3630. 0421841939 

Terry Sawyer 
15 Kingfisher Court, Carrum Downs, Vic 3201 (Also new vehicles) 

0417344371 
Francis Borg 

1321 Murradoc Rd, St Leonards, Vic 3223 (Also new vehicles) 041498982 
Russell Linden 

70A Richelieu Street, Maidstone, Vic 3012. 0411449955 
Vincent Stok 

27 Mawby Rd, East Bentleigh, Vic 3165 (Also new vehicles) 0411416912 
 

PLEASE. 
 If posting your renewal to be signed, send the whole form, and do not detach any part 

of it until it has been signed. 
Also please send a STAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPE so it can be returned 

immediately. 
  
 



 
WHY JOIN THIS CLUB? 

CHEAP. 
$30 Single $40 Family 

NO JOINING FEES. 
NO NONSENSE 

NO FORMAILTIES. 
MEETINGS ARE HELD ON OUR RUNS. 

FRIENDLY. 
FEMALE FRIENDLY. 

TERRIFFIC LOCAL OUTINGS AND RUNS. 
SUBSIDISED OUTINGS (We give back to our members) 

VICROADS REGISTERED. 
 

NO COST FOR SIGNING RENEWALS FOR THE CLUB PERMIT SCHEME. 
 

NO COST FOR PUTTING VEHICLES ON THE CPS. 
NO WAITING PERIOD FOR CPS. 

FREE NAME BADGES. 
FREE HELP and ADVICE. 

CHEAP, AT COST REGALIA. 
MONTHLY EMAILED MAGAZINE. 

The “WOBBLE KNOCKER”. 
EASY TO TRANSFER YOUR VEHICLE FROM ANOTHER CLUB TO THIS CLUB. 

PLUS, HEAPS MORE. 
 

VEHICLES WE CATER FOR: 
ALL BRITISH, MORRIS, MORRIS COMMERCIAL, AUSTIN, ASTON MARTIN, MG, MGB,  

EUROPEAN, VOLVO, MERC, JAGUAR, TRIUMPH, ROVER, MINI, MOKE, LEYLAND,  
RIELEY, RANGE ROVER, WOLSELEY  

PLUS, MANY MORE. 
IF IT’S BRITISH, WE’LL LOOK AFTER YOU AND IT. 

A SOCIAL CLUB WITH A COMMON INTEREST, OUR CARS. 
 

*CPS, Club Permit Scheme by VicRoads. 
 

                                         
 


